STJOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH PARNELL
Sunday Mass Times ~ Saturday Vigil 5 pm, Sunday 7 am & 9.30 am.

No weekday Masses until further notice except public holidays.
Saturday 9 am Mass & 9.30 am Reconciliation. Public holidays 9 am Mass.

Parish Priest ~ Father Stephen Berecz ~ Email: sberecz@gmail.com

Parish Secretary ~ Nathaniel Hood: phone (09) 373 3132 ~ Email: office@parnellcatholic.org.nz
www.parnellcatholic.org.nz

PARISH OF
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARNELL

“Prnepare a way for the Lord.”

Parking in St John’s Car Park

Those attending Sunday or a weekday Mass do not need to pay if using the St John’s
car park. On a Sunday, you may leave your car in the car park for one hour after Mass
(that s, till 11.30 a.m.) without payment. Cars left beyond that time could be towed away.
On weekdays or Saturday morning, you have fifteen minutes after Mass only.

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ 26TH OCTOBER 2025

Safe Church - Safeguarding

As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the likeness and image of God. Therefore,
we continue to ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated with respect and dignity.
We foster an environment which is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi, kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you have any complaints or concerns,
our Safeguarding Co-ordinator is Nathaniel Hood and you can contact him by phone 373 3132 or email
office@parnellcatholic.org.nz. You may also contact the National Office for Professional Standards
0800-114-662. You may also contact the police 111.

Upcoming Safeguarding workshops

Lisa-May, safeguarding co-ordinator for the Catholic Diocese of Auckland, is holding a workshop
at St Mary’s, 20 Kitenui Ave, Mount Albert, on Thursday 12th November, 7 p.m.
Any parish volunteers who have yet to attend a workshop are encouraged to join.
Contact the parish office for more info: office@parnellcatholic.org.nz

The Square Gift Store
(Catholic Shop)

Liston House, St Patrick’s Square
43 Wyndham Street, Auckland CBD 1010

Tel: (09) 3651693
Email: info@thesquaregiftstore.co.nz

Catholic University Ministry
To find out more about what's going on for Cath-
olic tertiary students in Auckland, please contact
Daniel Story at daniels@cda.org.nz & check out
instagram.com/aucklandcatholicstudents/

St Vincent de Paul Society

Foodbank Donations
Our Parish welcomes your donations of non-
perishable goods and personal care items. The
donations basket is located on the left side of the
main entrance as you go inside the church.
Thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Contact the SVDP Food Support team at
0800 680 090 or 815 6122

Email: foodbank@svdpak.org.nz

Mass: Deaf Friendly
~12 noon, 2nd Sunday each month. Followed by
shared lunch (BYO). Poynton Room, 30 New St,
Ponsonby. NZSL adapted.
~9.30am 4th Sunday each month. Good Shepherd
Parish, Telford Street, Balmoral. NZSL interpreter
present. www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
discipleship/deaf-ministry

Diocesan Youth & Young Adult
Ministry
www.facebook.com/AKCYM
Contact Sam Brebner samb@cda.org.nz

No cash but keen to donate?
Donations to the Parish should be to this account:

Acc. name: St John the Baptist Parnell
Ecclesiastical Goods Trust

Account Ne: 02 0108 0705969 000 [=]EAE

Set up through online banking
or visit your nearest branch.

Register with the Parish for receipt. [m]icy
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A

In this familiar Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the Pharisee and the tax col-
lector, offering a profound lesson on the nature of true prayer and humility be-
fore God. The two men go up to the temple to pray, but only one comes away
justified.

The Pharisee’s prayer is essentially a self-congratulatory speech. He rehearses
his virtues—fasting, tithing, moral superiority—and uses the prayer as a stage
to elevate himself by downgrading others: “I am not like other people...or even
like this tax collector.” His focus is not on God, but on himself. This kind of
prayer, though cloaked in religious language, is ultimately self-serving. Jesus
uses this character to warn us about the danger of presumptuousness in the
presence of God. The Pharisee assumes he has earned righteousness and sees
others as beneath him.

In sharp contrast, the tax collector stands at a distance, won't lift his eyes to
heaven, and simply prays, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” He offers no long
list of failures or excuses—just a simple, honest plea. In this moment, he per-
sonifies the one essential prerequisite for praying: an honest recognition of our
place before the justice and mercy of God. There is no pretence in his prayer—
only sincerity, humility, and an openness to God’s grace.

Jesus makes it clear who is truly righteous in God’s eyes. The one who exalts
himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.
This parable invites us to examine our own posture in prayer. Do we come be-
fore God with pride, comparing ourselves to others, or with humility, ac-
knowledging our need for mercy?

The tax collector reminds us that we don't need perfect words or polished pie-
ty to approach God. What God desires is a humble heart, a truthful spirit, and
a willingness to receive mercy. True prayer begins not in claiming our worth,
but in recognising God’s justice, compassion, and boundless love for the hum-
ble. ~ Fr Stephen Berecz

Monday 27th October (Labour Day)

The scheduled mass for public holidays at St John the Baptist Parnell is at 9am.




Liturgy of the Word

Ecclesiasticus (Ben Sira) 35:15—-17, 20-22 The prayer of the humble pierces the heavens.
Psalm 33/34:1-2, 16-18, 22 R. 6 The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16—18 From now on, there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness.
Luke 18:9-14 The tax collector went home justified; not so the Pharisee.
Next weekend: Ezek 37:1, 4-6, 12-14; Psa 26/27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Pet 1:3-9; Luk 7:11-17/Jn 20:11-18.
For Sunday and weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.0com AND/OR www.livingtheword.org.nz

Presiding Priest this Sunday
Saturday 5 pm Fr Michael McCabe
Sunday 7 am Fr Michael McCabe
Sunday 9.30 am Fr Michael McCabe

Mass Times this week in Parnell
Mon 27th (Labour Day) 9 am
Saturday 9am

Reconciliation Times this week in Parnell
Saturday 9.30am

~ o~ o~

St Michael’s Remuera Mass times this week:

Sunday 8am, 10 am, 5 pm
Mon—Friday 7 am, 12 noon
Saturday 8 am

Altar servers needed in our Parish
If your son or daughter would like to serve at the
altar for Mass, please speak to sacristan Peter Lye,
or enquire at the Parish Office. Full training &
support will be provided.

October is World Mission Month
Pope Francis constantly reminded us of the cen-
trality of prayer in relation to the Church & its
mission. Prayer is the soul of mission, for the effi-
cacy of one’s personal encounter with Christ, &
the right measure of one’s relationship with one-
self & with the world in the light of the Holy Spirit,
are at the root of the experience of truth that
saves. The missionary disciple, thanks to prayer,
always includes himself among those in need of
the salvation that he is called to announce &, in
the sacraments, to communicate. What is certain
is that the mission of evangelization entrusted to
us as a Church could not be conducted in truth if
we adopt a domineering attitude in the ways we
relate to others, being confident & convinced of
our own moral & religious superiority. Mission
must be a humble proposal of friendship with
Christ, having a profound respect for the religious
freedom of the men & women of our age & for
their cultures & history. True humility is never the
absence of truth. It is, rather, an effective pres-
ence of a truth that judges, forgives, & saves both
those who proclaim it & those who hear it pro-
claimed. Donate to BNZ 02-0506-0022477-066.
Account Name: PONTIFICAL MISSION AID SOCIE-
TIES or visit www.missio.nz

Advent: a hikoi for Pilgrims of Hope
In this new, 84-page, pocket-size book, Fr James
Lyons & other Catholic leaders & writers, incl.
John Card. Dew, offer timely reflections for each
day of Advent & Christmas. Connecting Biblical
truth w. modern-day examples, they provide valu-
able spiritual nourishment as this Yr. of Jubilee
comes to a close—& a new yr. begins. Copies
avail. from the parish office. Suggested koha: S8.

The 2026 Columban Calendar
is available for sale from the Parish Office during
office hours. These calendars make lovely Christ-
mas gifts. $13 each. Cash or internet banking.

Catholic Prison Chaplaincy
We are seeking to employ 2 suitably qualified
persons to work as members of Tira Tuhaha Pris-
on Chaplaincy Aotearoa Chaplaincy Team, which
delivers Ecumenical Chaplaincy services to men in
prison at the Akl Prison (Paremoremo) & Akl Sth
Corrections Facility. The positions are perm part-
time positions of 24 hrs/week at Akl Prison & 20
hrs/week at Akl Sth—days to be determined but
w/ the expectation of some Sundays/month for
Sun Services. To view the full ad & position descr
pls go to www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-
vacancies/ Applications close on 26 Oct 2025.

Tu Kahikatea Awards 2025 nominations open!
These are annual awards given out by the Diocese
of Auckland to recognise young people who have
made an outstanding contribution in their com-
munity. The Awards are about celebrating the gift
that young people are to the Catholic Church in
Aotearoa New Zealand, & thanking them for the
significant contributions they have made. For
more info & to make a nomination go to: https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/acym/tu-kahikatea-
awards/ Nominations close Sunday 26th October.

Project & Music Coordinator—CDA
Are you looking for a role where you can make a
positive impact in the lives of young people? Do
you have experience in the areas of music minis-
try & events? We’re looking for someone who
answers “Yes!” to become our full-time Project &
Music Coordinator. You'll be part of a tight-knit
team implementing a bold new strategy for minis-
try to young people in the Diocese of AKL. Visit
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-vacancies/

Retreats & Events at St Francis Retreat Centre
For more info/dates & to book vis-
it www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz or call 09 625
6651. Time Out Days: For those who seek a day
retreat in 2025: 9:30am—2:30pm ($30 includes
lunch) Tue 4 Nov, Wed 10 Dec . 24-Hour Quie-
tude: Friday with prayer & rest, continuing on to
Saturday with a day of reflection, contemplation
& prayer. Fri 21 Nov 6:30pm—Sat 22 Nov
7pm. Women'’s Prayer Retreat: A reflective prayer
retreat in the Catholic tradition for Women Fri 31
Oct 6pm-Sun 2 Nov 3pm. Living as Beloved: Silent
retreat based on Henri Nouwen’s book Life of the
Beloved Thu 13 Nov 4pm—Sun 16 Nov 5pm.

Mass for Deceased Clergy: Wednesday 5th Nov
11am at St Pat’s Cath Ch & Cemetery, Panmure.
All parishioners from every parish are warmly
invited to attend the Annual Mass for Deceased
Clergy, as we gather to remember & pray for
those clergy who have passed away in the past yr.

Youth Leaders Hui, Pompallier Diocesan Centre
30 New Street, Ponsonby, Saturday 15 November,
9:30am-1:30pm. A day for youth leaders to con-
nect, share & shape the future of youth ministry
in our Diocese. Register at https://
events.humanitix.com/youth-leaders-hui

Scholarship for Theological Study
Bishop Stephen Lowe, the Catholic Bishop of
Auckland, is pleased to call for applications for
the Ruth Miller Scholarship for theological
study. This scholarship will be available for those
currently teaching or intending to teach in a Cath-
olic school who plan to do one or more theology
papers towards a Bachelor of Theology degree in
2026. For further information about this scholar-
ship & to receive an application form, please
email: scholarships@cda.org.nz The closing date
for applications is 21st NOVEMBER 2025.

A Night at the Conclave with Cardinal John Dew
at St Mary’s College, 7.30pm, Friday 21 Novem-
ber. Discover the mystery of the Papal Conclave
through Cardinal John’s unique insights. All pro-
ceeds support the Cathedral of St Patrick & St
Joseph, our Mother Church. Details & tickets:
https://events.humanitix.com/conclave

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College
Enrolment for Bachelor Degree & Graduate Diplo-
ma in Theology for Semester 1 2026 will run from

22 September—21 November 2025. Go to

www.tekupenga.ac.nz/apply to enrol.

New Zealand Sacred Music Conference 2025
Join the NZ Sacred Music Assoc for 3 days dedicat-
ed to the beauty & tradition of sacred music, with

workshops, talks, & liturgies that celebrate the
rich heritage of faith through song. 21-23 Nov. St.
Michael’s Church, 6 Beatrice Rd, Remuera. All are
welcome—musicians, singers, clergy, & anyone
with a love for sacred music. Come & be part of
this uplifting gathering! Learn more & register at
www.sacredmusic.org.nz

Share Advent with us

Bridges to Contemplative Living, with Thomas

Merton presented by Sr Cathryn Wiles-Pickard

rsm. A 4-week Advent series on Wednesdays
starting 26th November: 2—3pm or 7.30-8.30pm.

$35 for series, or koha. Using the writings of

Thomas Merton as an intro to contemplative dia-
logue with a weekly theme: Week 1: Hope; Week
2: Compassion; Week 3: Tenderness; Week 4: The

Word Made Flesh. To register/for further info,

please email: office@mercywellsprings.org.nz

Great Saints of Italy Tour 2026
Fr Chris Friel from Timaru will lead a tour to Italy
in May 2026. Please contact Pilgrimage Tours: Ph
0800 99 77 88 or www.theTOURcompany.net

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery, or needing our prayers, especially:

Teresa Gabriola, Niwethma Herath, Lynnette Salvador, Kerry Addis, Luke Sebastian Catiben, Scott Hickey, Maureen
Adsett, Bernadette Tan, Chonusi William, Teana Jones, Maria Martho, Linus Broughton, Dawn Rocca, Lyn Sparks,
Royston Beckham, AS, Margaret Everett, lan Werder, Maryke Lind, Joy Mitchell, Francis Morais, John Kainuku,
Christopher Browne, Serena Coughey, Adelaida Sison, Rita Lopez, Wayne Barden, Mary Bratton, John & Rosa Wil-
liams, Michael Wong, Yaroslav Khmel, Rosa Santos, Linus Broughton, Dawn Rocca, Royston Beckham, AS, Marga-
ret Everett, Lyn Sparks, lan Werder, Maryke Lind, Paul Mulderry, Louise Collins, Judy Hanna, Neira, Thilsi Vern, Ivy
Hi, Dina Miranda, Malu Beltran, Vivien Emery, Gil Melling, Teresa Gudex, Corazon Villanueva Misa, Ben Hunt,
Angela Robinson, Anne Telles, Kirei Tua, Maurice Robinson, Maura Just, Aaron Ablan, Alice Swann, Dennis Mat-
thew, Marlee Owens, John Sullivan, Joy Agon, Lynn Welsh, Samira & Raj, James L. Cu, Linda Mole, Alberto Olarte,
Ana Laura Robles, Brian Murphy, Christopher Hughes, BC, Ana Manjarrez, Sue Bedford, Joe Raymond, Patricia
Wright, Sue Wynne Davis, Ann Gordon, Nicholas James, Bonifacio Sanches, Rosita Galarg, Gavin Alexander, Benny
Clynes, Eric & Rachel Smith, J. Harrington, Rodolfo Paragas, Virgilia Velasquez, Shannon Kavanagh, Dennis Obillos.

We remember those who have died recently & whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Sandra Haydock, Cathy loelu, Sarah Mahon, Liam Payne, Abp Patrick Coveney, Chris Dunn, Sr Theresa Schaumkell
rsm, Helena Vollebregt, Camillia McLaughlin, Paul Walker, Moira Gleeson, Rogelio Beltran, Ros Nielson Webb, Sr
Elizabeth Maher rsm, Aileen Clark, Bob Van Lunenburg, Sr Margaret Ellen, Des Clarke, Doreen Plumb, Colin Leath-
ley, Pat Geary, June Courtney, Paul Austin, Ann Marian, Rosann Laird, Carolina Noionha, Carmel McCarthy,
Cheekeong, Mary Conning, Shaun McKay, Ven Catherine McAuley. Eternal rest grant to them.




