STJOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH PARNELL
Sunday Mass Times ~ Saturday Vigil 5 pm, Sunday 7 am & 9.30 am.

No weekday Masses until further notice except public holidays.
Saturday 9 am Mass & 9.30 am Reconciliation. Public holidays 9 am.

Parish Priest ~ Father Stephen Berecz ~ Email: sberecz@gmail.com

Parish Secretary ~ Nathaniel Hood: phone (09) 373 3132 ~ Email: office@parnellcatholic.org.nz
www.parnellcatholic.org.nz

PARISH OF
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARNELL

“Prnepare a way for the Lord.”

Parking in St John’s Car Park

Those attending Sunday or a weekday Mass do not need to pay if using the St John’s
car park. On a Sunday, you may leave your car in the car park for one hour after Mass
(that is, till 11.30 a.m.) without payment. Cars left beyond that time could be towed away.
On weekdays or Saturday morning, you have fifteen minutes after Mass only.

CHRIST THE KING ~ 23RD NOVEMBER 2025

Safe Church - Safeguarding

As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the likeness and image of God. Therefore,
we continue to ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated with respect and dignity.
We foster an environment which is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi, kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you have any complaints or concerns,
our Safeguarding Co-ordinator is Nathaniel Hood and you can contact him by phone 373 3132 or email
office@parnellcatholic.org.nz. You may also contact the National Office for Professional Standards
0800-114-662. You may also contact the police 111.

St Vincent de Paul Society Foodbank Donations
Our parish welcomes your donations of non-perishable goods & personal care items.
The donations basket is located on the left side of the main entrance as you go inside the church.
Thank you for your kindness & generosity. Contact the SVDP Food Support team:
Phone: 0800 680 090/815 6122. Email: foodbank@svdpak.org.nz

Monte Cecilia Housing Trust
supports whanau who are struggling with hous-
ing challenges, including those living in over-
crowded or unhealthy conditions such as garag-
es. Our Sustaining Tenancies team also helps
families in private rentals who are at risk of los-
ing their homes, working with landlords & ten-
ants to find solutions that keep whanau housed
& supported. To learn more, visit
www.montececilia.org.nz or call 0800 624 848.

Catholic University Ministry
To find out more about what'’s going on for Cath-
olic tertiary students in Auckland, please contact
Daniel Story at daniels@cda.org.nz & check out
instagram.com/aucklandcatholicstudents/

Housing for Low-Income Families
Monte Cecilia Housing Trust provides safe,
short-term housing for families in need in the
South Auckland area. Any parishioners seeking
housing assistance can contact 0800 624 848.
Families staying in this accommodation pay a
rent equal to 25% of their income, & Whanau
Support Co-ordinators provide wraparound

support to help them achieve their housing goals.

Mass: Deaf Friendly
~12 noon, 2nd Sunday each month. Followed by
shared lunch (BYO). Poynton Room, 30 New St,
Ponsonby. NZSL adapted.
~9.30am 4th Sunday each month. Good Shepherd
Parish, Telford Street, Balmoral. NZSL interpreter
present. www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
discipleship/deaf-ministry

Youth & Young Adult Ministry
www.facebook.com/AKCYM
Contact Sam Brebner samb@cda.org.nz

No cash but keen to donate?
Donations to the Parish should be to this account:

Acc. name: St John the Baptist Parnell
Ecclesiastical Goods Trust

Account Ne: 02 0108 0705969 000 [=]EAE

Set up through online banking
or visit your nearest branch.

Register with the Parish for receipt. [m]icy

=]
A

As we come to the Feast of Christ the King, Luke’s account of Jesus on the cross
offers a striking image of kingship—not one of majesty and triumph, but of mercy
and humility. In this moment of suffering and apparent defeat, Jesus reveals the
true nature of divine authority: love that forgives, even from the cross. His words,
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing,” proclaims a king-
ship rooted not in power, but in compassion and reconciliation.

Alongside Jesus are two criminals, and it is in this exchange with the penitent thief
that the mystery of Christ’s kingship shines most brightly. When the thief turns to
Jesus and says, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom,” he acknowl-
edges the crucified man as king. In response, Jesus promises, “Truly I tell you, to-
day you will be with me in Paradise.”

The very word ‘Paradise’, which comes from a Persian word meaning ‘garden’, has
echoes of the Garden of Eden. In Persian tradition, when a king wished to bestow a
great honour, he would make someone a “Companion of the Garden™—one invited
to walk and talk with the king in his private garden. This sheds light on the beauty
of Jesus’ promise: the penitent thief is invited into intimate friendship with the
divine King, to walk with him forever in the garden of eternal life.

This image also reflects an early Christian belief that the righteous, upon death, are
welcomed immediately into God’s presence. If waiting for the ‘Day of Judgment’ is
the human condition, perhaps we can see the moment of death as entry into eterni-
ty—the human entering the divine, no longer constrained by time and history.

On this Feast of Christ the King, we celebrate a kingdom not of this world—a
reign of peace, mercy, and communion with God. Christ’s throne is the cross, his
crown is of thorns, and his victory is love that conquers sin and death. To recog-
nize Jesus as King is to open ourselves to that same transforming mercy, and to live
as companions of the divine garden—citizens of God’s eternal kingdom.

~ Fr Stephen Berecz

Advent: a hikoi for Pilgrims of Hope

In this new, 84-page, pocket-size book, Fr James Lyons & other Catholic leaders
& writers, including John Cardinal Dew, offer timely reflections for each day of
Advent & Xmas. Connecting Biblical truth with modern-day examples, they pro-
vide valuable spiritual nourishment as this Year of Half-Jubilee comes to a close—
& a new year begins. Copies available from the parish office. Suggested koha: $8.




Liturgy of the Word

2 Samuel 5:1-3 The elders anointed David as king over Israel.
Psalm 121/122:1-5 Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Colossians 1:12-20 God has transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.
Luke 23:35-43 Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Next weekend: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 121 (122):1-2, 4-9; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44.

For Sunday and weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.0com AND/OR www.livingtheword.org.nz

Presiding Priest this Sunday
Sat5pm Fr Stephen Berecz
Sun7am Fr Tony Dunn
Sun 9.30am Fr Stephen Berecz

Mass Times this week in Parnell
Sat 9am

Reconciliation Times this week in Parnell
Sat 9.30 am

~ o~ ~

St Michael’s Remuera Mass times this week:
Sun 8am, 10 am, 5 pm
Mon—Fri 7 am, 12 noon
Sat 8 am

Remembering our Dead this November
We remember in prayer our deceased friends &
family. Please write their names on the cards pro-
vided & place them in the wooden box designated
for this purpose. The box will be placed before the
altar during Mass.

1st Communion/Confirmation programme
will held here at St John the Baptist beginning on
Sunday 15th February following the 9.30am Mass.
If you wish your son/daughter to take part in this
programme please supply the following infor-
mation to office@parnellcatholic.org.nz prior to
Christmas if possible: a copy of your child’s Catho-
lic Baptism certificate; your name, email and
phone contacts; and please indicate what school
your child currently attends, and your regular
parish. A children’s book for this programme may
be purchased from the office. 1st communion will
take place probably Sunday 17th May or Pente-
cost (24th May). This date is yet to be finalised.

St John’s Car Park — 244 Parnell Road

Lease parking available $300+GST /month. Enquir-
ies for long term leases: David Gould,
david@stellar.org.nz (027) 528 0532

Practical Support for Hospital Chaplaincy
Churches can offer hands-on help this Xmas. You
might: share Xmas carols in hospital spaces
(where permitted); provide refreshments for staff
or chaplaincy events; donate items for patient
care packages; help decorate the hospital chapel
or assist at services. To enquire about possible
opportunities in your area, email
funding@hospitalchaplaincy.org.nz

Advent at Hou Mana Wai Mercy Wellsprings
Bridges to Contemplative Living, with Thomas
Merton: This weekly Advent series is being facili-
tated by Cathryn Wiles-Pickard rsm & will take
place over 4 Wednesdays starting on 26 Nov. You
can choose between 2—3pm or 7.30-8.30. Cathryn
will be using Thomas Merton’s writings as an intro
to contemplative dialogue with a weekly theme:
Hope, Compassion, Tenderness, & The Word
Made Flesh. The series costs $35 or koha, & will
be held in the Chapel. The Journey of the Magi:
This afternoon workshop is being held on Sat 6
Dec from 2—4pm & is being facilitated by Fr Merv
Duffy who is the Dean & Lecturer in Theology at
Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College in Auck-
land. Fr Merv will be focusing on the intersection
between theology & art by looking at representa-
tions of the Magi which show how believers have,
across time, invested the story with differing theo-
logical interpretations. The workshop cost is $35
or koha. To register for these or other events,
please email: office@mercywellsprings.org.nz

Jubilee Bursary Semester 1, 2026
For Theology & RE courses. Applications
close Thurs 27 Nov. Contact michellej@cda.org.nz

St Michael’s Parish Advent Retreat 2025
This one-day retreat offers us the opportunity to
enrich our journey through Advent, deepening
our understanding, & exploring the mysteries of
this sacred season with an emphasis on the
themes of hope & faith, peace, joy & love. Sat 29
Nov 9am—-2:15pm. St Mary MacKillop Hall (St
Michael’s School Hall). Morning tea & light lunch
provided. Koha appreciated. To register go to
www.remueracatholic.org.nz/advent-retreat-25

An introduction to Wings.Ngé Parirau
will be held at Good Shepherd, Telford Ave, Bal-
moral, Sat 29 Nov 10am-12pm.

Waiting in Wonder reflection day
will give participants the chance to experience
stillness, peace & light as we prepare for the joys
& blessings of Xmas. Sat 6 Dec 10am—-2pm in the
meeting room of the Srs of St Joseph Admin Cntr,
30 Holgate Rd, Kohimaramara. See flyer in foyer.

Regular Taizé prayer evening Fri 5th Dec
Followed by a cuppa & a chance to catch up with
friends, old & new. See flyer in foyer.

Champagnat Marist Education—Digital Content

Celebration Mass Sunday 7th December 4:30pm

Creator & Engagement Associate, part time,
Ellerslie. This exciting new part time position will
strengthen education & communities across Ao-

tearoa & beyond through inspiring digital content
& social media reflecting Marist & Catholic values
& a passion for education. It is ideal for a creative
communicator with strong writing, visual, & social
media skills, looking for meaningful, part-time
work, 20 hrs p/week. Early applications are en-
couraged by 30 Nov to CMEL’s Recruitment Advi-
sor, by email to secretary@cmel.org.nz A job
description is available on request.

Please help bring Xmas cheer to families in need
from Monte Cecilia Housing Trust. This Xmas,
Monte Cecilia is working to provide Xmas packs
for the families we support, & we need your help.
We are seeking donations of children’s Xmas pre-
sents (we prefer if you don’t wrap them as it ena-
bles our parents to make choices for their chil-
dren), & non-perishable food items to create spe-
cial packs that will bring joy to families living in
our housing this holiday season. If you are able to
contribute, your donation will go directly to mak-
ing Xmas a brighter time for families in need. Do-
nations can be dropped off at our main office (30
Windrush Close, Mangere) during office hours
(Mon—Thurs, 9am-5pm, & on Fridays from 9am-—
4pm). We welcome your support in any way you
can give. If you wish to support us, please deliver
your donation by Thursday 4 December.
Auckland Catholic Youth Ministry Celebration
Pompallier Diocesan Cntr, 30 New St, Ponsonby,
Sun 7 Dec 6.30pm, join Bp Steve Lowe & ACYM
team for a special eve of celebration. Details:
events.humanitix.com/celebration-evening-2025

at St Pat’s Cathedral: Celebrate a fantastic year of
youth ministry at our end-of-yr Celebration Mass!
This special event marks the end of our yr-long
journey with the young leaders of the Diocese of
Auckland. We are excited to celebrate the many
ways they have served in 2025. At this mass, we
are excited to present the Tu Kahikatea Awards.
These awards recognize young people who have
made an outstanding contribution in the Diocese.
Bishop Steve Lowe will celebrate the mass, pre-
sent the Awards, & give a special blessing to all
our youth & young adult ministry leaders. Young
leaders, make sure you don’t miss it! All are wel-
come at this celebration! Bring your whanau, your
friends, & your wider faith community as we mark
the conclusion of an amazing yr of ministry.

Cathedral Xmas Market Tue 9 Dec 5-7.30pm
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Cnr Parnell Rd & St Ste-
phens Ave. This event will proceed if there is light
rain as there is undercover seating. Details:
www.parnell.net.nz/parnell-food-truck-nites/

Ponsonby/Herne Bay parish
is looking for enthusiastic & organised individuals
to fill 2 admin roles: 1. Parish Administrator
15-20hrs/week Mon, Wed & Fri mornings. 2.
Finance Administrator 5-8hrs/wk flexible—work
at a time that suits you. If you have strong admin
skills & a heart for supporting parish life, please
contact the parish at: office@phbcatholic.org.nz

For sale: 1997 Toyota Starlet Manual
Owner has moved overseas. View photo at
parnellcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/11/20251117 102804-scaled.jpg
Email office@parnelicatholic.org.nz

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery, or needing our prayers, especially:

Teresa Gabriola, Niwethma Herath, Lynnette Salvador, Luke Sebastian Catiben, Scott Hickey, Maureen Adsett,
Bernadette Tan, Chonusi William, Teana Jones, Maria Martho, Linus Broughton, Dawn Rocca, Lyn Sparks, Royston
Beckham, AS, Margaret Everett, lan Werder, Maryke Lind, Joy Mitchell, Francis Morais, John Kainuku, Christopher
Browne, Serena Coughey, Adelaida Sison, Rita Lopez, Wayne Barden, Mary Bratton, John & Rosa Williams, Michael
Wong, Yaroslav Khmel, Rosa Santos, Linus Broughton, Dawn Rocca, Royston Beckham, AS, Margaret Everett, Lyn
Sparks, lan Werder, Maryke Lind, Paul Mulderry, Louise Collins, Judy Hanna, Neira, Thilsi Vern, lvy Hi, Dina Miran-
da, Malu Beltran, Vivien Emery, Gil Melling, Teresa Gudex, Corazon Villanueva Misa, Ben Hunt, Angela Robinson,
Anne Telles, Kirei Tua, Maurice Robinson, Maura Just, Aaron Ablan, Alice Swann, Dennis Matthew, Marlee Owens,

John Sullivan, Joy Agon, Lynn Welsh, Samira & Raj, James L. Cu, Linda Mole, Alberto Olarte, Ana Laura Robles,

Brian Murphy, Christopher Hughes, BC, Ana Manjarrez, Sue Bedford, Joe Raymond, Patricia Wright, Sue Wynne

Davis, Ann Gordon, Nicholas James, Bonifacio Sanches, Rosita Galarg, Gavin Alexander, Benny Clynes, Eric & Ra-
chel Smith, J. Harrington, Rodolfo Paragas, Virgilia Velasquez, Shannon Kavanagh, Dennis Obillos.

We remember those who have died recently & whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Tony Vela, Felicity Anna Dorbu, Andrew Sheedy, Alicia Chain, Sr Maureen O’Brien rsm, Michael Swann, Frank
Neeling, Paulene Brommer, Msgr John Broadbent, Chew Sin Tan, Fay Hudner, Billy Plumb, Ann Mathias, Sr
Maureen McBride RNDM, Fr Brian Fletcher, Heather Szarbo, Ray Columbus, Mary Ellison, Pat Langdon, Mary Carr,
Stephanie Aspite, James Ropata, BJ Nathan, Norman Holland, Helen O’Shea, Phyl Dromgoole, Peter Wood, Erlinda
Gonzales, Clare Free, Margaret Williams, Rachel Fox, Jim Waldron, lan Stephenson, Margaret Williams, Mary Mul-
lally, Jerry & Bridie Collins, Gavin Michie, Br Kieran O’Sullivan, Jack Waddell, Rhonda McMahon, William McCoy,
Walfrido Fantins, Rodrigo Fernando, David Pfahlert, Catherine Brockley, Alexander Kerebs, Louis Luzuriaga, Bien-
venido Kanapi, Richard Petricevich, Rosita Uy Lim, Bernardita Navarro, Bartolomeo Cas.




