
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH PARNELL 
 

Sunday Mass Times ~ Saturday Vigil 5 pm, Sunday 7 am & 9.30 am. 
 

No weekday Masses until further notice except public holidays. 

Sat 9 am Mass & 9.30 am Reconciliation (resumes 15th Nov). Public holidays 9 am. 
 

Parish Priest ~ Father Stephen Berecz ~ Email: sberecz@gmail.com  
Parish Secretary ~ Nathaniel Hood: phone (09) 373 3132 ~ Email: office@parnellcatholic.org.nz  

www.parnellcatholic.org.nz 

Parking in St John’s Car Park 
Those attending Sunday or a weekday Mass do not need to pay if using the St John’s  
car park. On a Sunday, you may leave your car in the car park for one hour after Mass  

(that is, till 11.30 a.m.) without payment. Cars left beyond that time could be towed away.  
On weekdays or Saturday morning, you have fifteen minutes after Mass only. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Foodbank Donations 

Our parish welcomes your donations of non-
perishable goods & personal care items.  

 

The donations basket is located on the left side 
of the main entrance as you go inside the church. 

 

Thank you for your kindness & generosity.  
 

Contact the SVDP Food Support team at 0800 
680 090/815 6122. foodbank@svdpak.org.nz 

Housing for Low-Income Families 
Monte Cecilia Housing Trust provides safe, 

short-term housing for families in need in the 
South Auckland area. Any parishioners seeking 
housing assistance can contact 0800 624 848. 
Families staying in this accommodation pay a 
rent equal to 25% of their income, & Whānau 
Support Co-ordinators provide wraparound 

support to help them achieve their housing goals. 

Safe Church ~ Safeguarding 
As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the likeness and image of God. Therefore,  

we continue to ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated with respect and dignity. 
We foster an environment which is welcoming, and in which all our parish whānau, including  
our tamariki, rangatahi, kuia and kaumātua, feel safe. If you have any complaints or concerns,  

our Safeguarding Co-ordinator is Nathaniel Hood and you can contact him by phone 373 3132 or email  
office@parnellcatholic.org.nz. You may also contact the National Office for Professional Standards 

0800-114-662. You may also contact the police 111. 

No cash but keen to donate?  
Donations to the Parish should be to this account: 

 

Acc. name: St John the Baptist Parnell  
Ecclesiastical Goods Trust 

 

Account №: 02 0108 0705969 000 
 

Set up through online banking  
or visit your nearest branch.  

 

Register with the Parish for receipt. 

Mass: Deaf Friendly 
~ 12 noon, 2nd Sunday each month. Followed by 
shared lunch (BYO). Poynton Room, 30 New St, 

Ponsonby. NZSL adapted. 

 ~ 9.30am 4th Sunday each month. Good Shepherd 
Parish, Telford Street, Balmoral. NZSL interpreter 

present. www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
discipleship/deaf-ministry 

Catholic University Ministry 
To find out more about what’s going on for Cath-
olic tertiary students in Auckland, please contact 
Daniel Story at daniels@cda.org.nz & check out  

instagram.com/aucklandcatholicstudents/ 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

www.facebook.com/AKCYM 
 

Contact Sam Brebner samb@cda.org.nz 

Upcoming Safeguarding workshops 
 

Lisa-May, safeguarding co-ordinator for the Catholic Diocese of Auckland, is holding a workshop  
at St Mary’s, 20 Kitenui Ave, Mount Albert (in parish house), on Thursday 12th November, 7 p.m.  

Any parish volunteers who have yet to attend a workshop are encouraged to join.  
Contact the parish office for more info: office@parnellcatholic.org.nz 

PARISH OF 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

PARNELL 

“Prepare a way for the Lord.” 

DEDICATION OF THE BASILICA OF ST JOHN LATERAN
 
~

 9 NOVEMBER 2025 

In our Gospel this week, Jesus enters the Temple in Jerusalem and drives out the 
money changers, declaring, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Fa-
ther’s house a marketplace!” This dramatic scene is more than a moment of anger; 
it is a prophetic act. Jesus reveals a deep truth about God’s presence—that true 
worship is not about buildings or rituals alone, but about hearts turned toward 
the Father in spirit and truth. 

The Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica celebrates this same mystery. 
The Lateran Basilica in Rome, the cathedral of the Pope as Bishop of Rome, is 
called “the mother and head of all churches.” Yet today’s feast is not merely about 
a building of stone and marble; it celebrates the living Church—the People of 
God, the Body of Christ—dedicated to being a dwelling place for God in the 
world. 

In cleansing the Temple, Jesus pointed beyond the physical structure to himself as 
the new and living Temple: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” His death and resurrection fulfilled this promise. In him, the presence of God 
now dwells fully among us. Through baptism, we become part of this new tem-
ple—living stones built upon Christ, the cornerstone. The Lateran Basilica, there-
fore, stands as a sign of unity for all Christians, reminding us that we are called to 
be the visible presence of God’s holiness in our communities and in our world. 

This feast invites us to examine the temples of our own hearts. Are they places of 
prayer, compassion, and justice, or have they become cluttered with distraction 
and self-interest? Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple challenges us to allow him to pu-
rify what is within us, so that we may be true dwellings of his Spirit. 

As we honour the dedication of the Lateran Basilica, we give thanks for the 
Church—the holy dwelling of God among his people. May we, like that sacred 
building, be renewed as signs of God’s living presence and instruments of his 
peace and love in the world.                                                               ~  Fr Stephen Berecz 

Bible Diary 2026  

For daily prayers, readings & reflections, Saint of the day. $20 each. See flyer in 
the foyer for details. To order your copies, contact Fr Prakash 0225852875, email 
prakashreddycmf@gmail.com 



Presiding Priest this Sunday 
 

 Saturday 5 pm     
   
       Fr Philip Sullivan 

 Sunday 7 am      Fr Philip Sullivan 
 Sunday 9.30 am

          
     Fr Philip Sullivan 

 

Mass Times this week in Parnell 
 

 Saturday      9 am 
 

ReconciliaƟon Times this week in Parnell 
 

 Saturday       9.30 am 

 

~ ~ ~ 

St Michael’s Remuera Mass Ɵmes this week: 
 

 Sunday            8 am, 10 am, 5 pm  
 Mon–Friday      7 am, 12 noon 
 Saturday      8 am 

_______________________________________ 
 

Altar servers needed in our Parish 
If your son or daughter would like to serve at the 

altar for Mass, please speak to sacristan Peter Lye, 
or enquire at the Parish Office. Full training & 

support will be provided. 
 

Advent: a hīkoi for Pilgrims of Hope  
In this new, 84-page, pocket-size book, Fr James 

Lyons and other Catholic leaders and writers, 
including John Cardinal Dew, offer Ɵmely reflec-
Ɵons for each day of Advent and Christmas. Con-
necƟng Biblical truth with modern-day examples, 

they provide valuable spiritual nourishment as 
this Year of Half-Jubilee comes to a close—and a 

new year begins. Copies available from the parish 
office. Suggested koha: $8. 

 

The 2026 Columban Calendar  
is available for sale from the Parish Office during 
office hours. These calendars make lovely Christ-

mas giŌs. $13 each. Cash or internet banking. 
 

Remembering our Dead this November 
We remember in prayer our deceased friends & 

family. Please write their names on the cards pro-
vided & place them in the wooden box designated 
for this purpose. The box will be placed before the 

altar during Mass.  
 

A Night at the Conclave with John Cardinal Dew 
is a special evening offering a rare, behind-the-

scenes look at one of the most sacred gatherings 
in the Church. All welcome! 7.30 Fri 21 Nov at St 

Mary’s College. Individual Ɵckets $35 or get a 
group of 10 together for $150. More details & 
Ɵckets: hƩps://events.humaniƟx.com/conclave  

Retreats & Events at St Francis Retreat Centre 
For more info/dates & to book vis-

it www.sƞrancisretreatcentre.org.nz or call 09 625 
6651. Time Out Days: For those who seek a day 
retreat in 2025: 9:30am–2:30pm ($30 includes 
lunch) Wed 10 Dec. 24-Hour Quietude: Friday 

with prayer & rest, conƟnuing on to Saturday with 
a day of reflecƟon, contemplaƟon & prayer. Fri 21 
Nov 6:30pm–Sat 22 Nov 7pm. Living as Beloved: 
Silent retreat based on Henri Nouwen’s book Life 

of the Beloved Thu 13 Nov 4pm–Sun 16 Nov 5pm. 
 

CALLED | ANOINTED | SENT – A Spiritual Retreat 
with Sister Joan from the Disciples of the Lord 

Jesus Christ (Texas, USA). Main retreat Sat 15 Nov 
9am–1pm, Sacred Heart Church Hall, 48 Vermont 
St, Ponsonby; & 5 evening sessions: Wed 12 Nov 

St Joseph church hall, Takapuna (7:30pm); Thu 13 
Nov St Mark Pakūranga (7:30pm); Fri 14 Nov St 

Benedict (Crypt) Eden Terrace (7:30pm); Mon 17 
Nov St Anne Manurewa (7:15pm); Tue 18 Nov St 
Dominic, Blockhouse Bay (7:30pm). All welcome. 

See flyer at hƩp://www.catholiccharismaƟc.org.nz 
 

Manager—Catholic Social Services—Full-Ɵme  
Join Catholic Social Services (CSS) & lead a pas-

sionate team making a real difference for whānau, 
individuals, & communiƟes across Auckland. 

We’re seeking a proven leader in social & commu-
nity services who thrives on empowering others 

to do their best work. This strategic & operaƟonal 
role offers the opportunity to shape the future of 
our services through expert clinical leadership & 

pracƟce management. In the role, you’ll mentor & 
inspire a team of social workers, counsellors, & 
psychotherapists, ensuring safe, professional, & 

culturally responsive pracƟce. You’ll oversee com-
plex casework, provide direct clinical supervision, 
& strengthen partnerships with government de-

partments, agencies, & community groups. If 
you’re ready to lead with purpose & impact, we’d 
love to hear from you. For full details & require-

ments please visit the Diocesan website 
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz under Diocesan 

Services & Staff vacancies. Closing date 20 Nov. 
 

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College  
Enrolment for Bachelor Degree & Graduate Diplo-
ma in Theology for Semester 1 2026 will run from 

22 September–21 November 2025. Go to 
www.tekupenga.ac.nz/apply to enrol. 

Liturgy of the Word 
Ezek 47:1–2, 8–9, 12 I saw water flowing from the temple & all to whom that water came were saved. 

Psa 45/46:1–2, 4–5, 7–8 The waters of the river gladden the city of God. 

1 Cor 3:9b–11, 16–17 You are God’s temple. 

Jn 2:13–22 Jesus was speaking about the temple of his body. 

Next weekend: Malachi 4:1–2; Psalm 97/98:5–9; 2 Thessalonians 3:7–12; Luke 21:5–19. 
 

For Sunday and weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.0com AND/OR www.livingtheword.org.nz  

Youth Leaders Hui, Pompallier Diocesan Centre 
30 New Street, Ponsonby, Saturday 15 November, 
9:30am–1:30pm. A day for youth leaders to con-
nect, share & shape the future of youth ministry 

in our Diocese. Register at hƩps://
events.humaniƟx.com/youth-leaders-hui 

 

New Zealand Sacred Music Conference 2025 
Join the NZ Sacred Music Assoc for 3 days dedicat-
ed to the beauty & tradiƟon of sacred music, with 

workshops, talks, & liturgies that celebrate the 
rich heritage of faith through song. 21–23 Nov. St. 
Michael’s Church, 6 Beatrice Rd, Remuera. All are 
welcome—musicians, singers, clergy, & anyone 
with a love for sacred music. Come & be part of 
this upliŌing gathering! Learn more & register at 

www.sacredmusic.org.nz  

 

PosiƟon of Parish Secretary SS Francis & All Souls 
We are looking for someone who can be the 
“first face” of our parish, welcoming visitors 

& providing admin support for the Parish Priest & 
PPC, based in the parish office for 15 hrs/w. Posi-
Ɵon to commence Feb 2026. Familiarity with 

MS365 suite would be beneficial. The posiƟon 
requires a standard police vet. Full descr available 
www.devonportcatholic.org.nz  Appl close 21 Nov 

by email to office@devonportcatholic.org.nz 
 

St Michael’s Parish Advent Retreat 2025 
This one-day retreat offers us the opportunity to 
enrich our journey through Advent, deepening 

our understanding, & exploring the mysteries of 
this sacred season with an emphasis on the 

themes of hope & faith, peace, joy & love. Sat 29 
Nov 9am–2:15pm. St Mary MacKillop Hall (St 

Michael’s School Hall). Morning tea & light lunch 
provided. Koha appreciated. To register go to 

www.remueracatholic.org.nz/advent-retreat-25  
 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery, or needing our prayers, especially:  

Teresa Gabriola, Niwethma Herath, LynneƩe Salvador, Kerry Addis, Luke SebasƟan CaƟben, ScoƩ Hickey, Maureen 

Adsett, Bernadette Tan, Chonusi William, Teana Jones, Maria Martho, Linus Broughton, Dawn Rocca, Lyn Sparks, 

Royston Beckham, AS, Margaret Everett, Ian Werder, Maryke Lind, Joy Mitchell, Francis Morais, John Kainuku, 

Christopher Browne, Serena Coughey, Adelaida Sison, Rita Lopez, Wayne Barden, Mary Bratton, John & Rosa Wil-

liams, Michael Wong, Yaroslav Khmel, Rosa Santos, Linus Broughton, Dawn Rocca, Royston Beckham, AS, Marga-

ret Everett, Lyn Sparks, Ian Werder, Maryke Lind, Paul Mulderry, Louise Collins, Judy Hanna, Neira, Thilsi Vern, Ivy 

Hi, Dina Miranda, Malu Beltran, Vivien Emery, Gil Melling, Teresa Gudex, Corazon Villanueva Misa, Ben Hunt, 

Angela Robinson, Anne Telles, Kirei Tua, Maurice Robinson, Maura Just, Aaron Ablan, Alice Swann, Dennis Mat-

thew, Marlee Owens, John Sullivan, Joy Agon, Lynn Welsh, Samira & Raj, James L. Cu, Linda Mole, Alberto Olarte, 

Ana Laura Robles, Brian Murphy, Christopher Hughes, BC, Ana Manjarrez, Sue Bedford, Joe Raymond, Patricia 

Wright, Sue Wynne Davis, Ann Gordon, Nicholas James, Bonifacio Sanches, Rosita Galarg, Gavin Alexander, Benny 

Clynes, Eric & Rachel Smith, J. Harrington, Rodolfo Paragas, Virgilia Velasquez, Shannon Kavanagh, Dennis Obillos. 
 

We remember those who have died recently & whose anniversaries occur at this Ɵme:  

Rita MacDonald, Sir Ian Barker, Manus Gallagher, Robert WhiƟng, Anne Mendrano, Mark Farac, Melkiau Tha-

vethoo, Toni Johnston, Vili Filo, Richard Tapley, Johnny McCarthy, Lilianna Monteiro, Peter Alvez, Robert WhiƟng, 

Marie Keeling, Ross Webb, BeƩy Dorothy Robinson, Ethel Kelly, Ruby Viskovich, Sr June Kirksmith RSCJ, Tereza 

Baricevich, Alex Pinfold, Vinka Marinovich, Donna Collins, Soane Filitonga, Shaun McKay, Francisco Rigour, Fr 

Bryan Winders, Jan Coleman, Essie Jones, Norman O’Sullivan, Anna Farac, Evelyn McGilly, Brian Dunkley, Clare 

Panther, Ligaya Reyna, Ian Snellgrove, Kieran Hegarty, Francie O’Sullivan, Rosemary Mohi, Dallys Horne, John 

Gordon, Trevor Miles, Helen Mclaughlin, Bishop John Cunneen.  Eternal rest grant to them. 

Scholarship for Theological Study   
Bp Stephen Lowe, Catholic Bishop of Auckland, is 
pleased to call for applicaƟons for the Ruth Miller 
Scholarship for theological study. This scholarship 

will be available for those currently teaching or 
intending to teach in a Catholic school who plan 

to do one or more theology papers towards a 
Bachelor of Theology degree in 2026. For further 
info about this scholarship & to receive an appli-
caƟon form, email scholarships@cda.org.nz  The 

closing date for applicaƟons is 21 Nov 2025.  
 

We are presenƟng Wings now in local areas 
around Auckland. Those parishes in East Auckland 

are encouraged to join with the Wings Group 
meeƟng at St Mark’s Parish, Pakūranga, 22 No-

vember, 10am–12pm. It’s not too late to join. In 
Central Auckland an introducƟon to Wings.Ngā 

Parirau will be held at Good Shepherd, Telford 
Ave, Balmoral, Sat 29 Nov 10am–12pm. 

 

Share Advent with us  
Bridges to ContemplaƟve Living, with Thomas 

Merton presented by Sr Cathryn Wiles-Pickard 
rsm. A 4-week Advent series on Wednesdays 

starƟng 26th November: 2–3pm or 7.30–8.30pm. 
$35 for series, or koha. Using the wriƟngs of 

Thomas Merton as an intro to contemplaƟve dia-
logue with a weekly theme: Week 1: Hope; Week 
2: Compassion; Week 3: Tenderness; Week 4: The 

Word Made Flesh. To register/for further info, 
please email: office@mercywellsprings.org.nz  

 

Jubilee Bursary Semester 1, 2026  
For Theology & RE courses. ApplicaƟons 

close Thurs 27 Nov. Contact michellej@cda.org.nz  
 

Great Saints of Italy Tour May 2026  
Fr Chris Friel (Timaru). Contact Pilgrimage Tours: 
Ph 0800 99 77 88 or www.theTOURcompany.net  


